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 Our School Mission Statement 

 

As a Catholic School we at St. Mary’s strive to live as a       
Christian family and, in accordance with the Gospel values, 
promote the development of each child as a whole person. 

 

Living and Learning Together in Faith 
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We have also compiled a booklet called ‘Mary Land’ which we will 
present to Father McCusker to commemorate the Church’s  150th   
Jubilee Year on 29th October 2015 . 
 
 
The booklet will be available to buy from school after the 22nd May 
2015, and proceeds will go towards the Schools Heritage Club Fund. 
 
For more information visit the school webpage 
www.euxton-st-marys.lancs.sch.uk 
 

St Mary’s Catholic Church  

150th Jubilee Year 29th of October 2015  

Copyright: St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School Euxton & L.D.Langford April 2015 
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Foreword  

 

 

 

I’m very pleased to provide the Foreword for this Golden Jubilee 

Commemorative Booklet. 

2015 is a doubly important year for St Mary’s Parish as it is the 150th 

Anniversary of the opening of the church as well as the 50th             

Anniversary of the opening of the “new” school - our celebrations  

relating to the church will focus on the parish community over the 

years and it is important to remember that the school is an integral 

part of the parish – the role of the school in the religious and personal 

development of successive generations of parishioners over the 150 

plus years of catholic education in the parish has obviously been   

massive. The Euxton of today is very different to the Euxton of the 

1860s in every way, but the school remains fundamental to          

maintaining and developing the spiritual health of our parish         

community, and perhaps in today’s world this is more important than 

ever.  

At a time of a major anniversary it is natural for us to remember, and 

commemorate, the past, and it is right that we should do this, but we 

should also be looking to the future whilst celebrating the past. Our 

hope must be that in 50 years time when the parish is celebrating the 

bi-centenary of the church opening and the centenary of the school 

opening the parish community is as vibrant as it is today.  

Tom Parker on behalf of St Mary's Pastoral Parish Council. 
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Introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

Our current school building was opened on 22nd May 1965, although 

we know that there has been a Catholic school in Euxton for over 175 

years. In preparation for the school’s golden jubilee in 2015, we    

prepared a successful bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund to research 

into our school’s history. Mrs Lee (our deputy head) and                  

Mrs Langford (our historical researcher) over the last two years have 

explored the school’s heritage, through tailored historical research 

and a range of exciting activities with the children.  

Many thousands of children have been educated here over the years 

and we have discovered so many memories, photographs and tales 

from the past!  This commemorative booklet is the result of our 

work.  

Here you can read how the Catholic community of Euxton was       

educated in the past and it will hopefully provide a lasting memory 

for generations to come. I would like to thank the teachers, pupils 

and their families both past and present who have contributed so 

much and helped to make our heritage project such a success. 

Mrs Anne Grice  

Headteacher 

 

 

69 

 



  

68 

 
Your  Memories 

Add your own stories or pictures of St Mary’s Catholic Primary 

School Euxton. 
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On Saturday May 22nd 1965 the new junior school was blessed and 
officially opened by His Grace Archbishop Beck at 4pm. The 
headteacher at this time was Mr Thomas Wallbank (1950 to 1969).   
Children started attending the new site on May 31st  following the 
completion of outstanding work. 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School Euxton 

1965-2015 

Archbishop Beck 
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Since its opening the current primary school has been improved and 
extended. There is full and active cooperation between parish and 
school in the religious and pastoral development of the children, with 
a thriving PTFA in place. The school has a first class educational  
record, and the latest OFSTED report is excellent. 
 
As a Catholic School we at St. Mary’s strive to live as a Christian family 
and, in accordance with the Gospel values, promote the development 
of each child as a whole person. Our aim is to make the school an  
exciting, safe and happy environment in which the children can make 
the most of their talents. 
 
Our school, with 215 pupils, is organised into seven single-age year 
groups from Reception Class to Year 6. The school has a very strong 
academic record as well as an excellent reputation for pastoral care. 
 
The shape of the school today, its success and values owe much to 
those teachers, pupils and local people who have all played such an 
important part in its development over the last fifty years and beyond 
and it is to them that we owe a debt of gratitude and  dedicate this 
project to commemorate the school history. 

Our children researching newspaper archives dated from 1965 at 
Chorley Central Library. 
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 Non-Teaching Staff 
Teaching Assistants:                                             

Mrs. M. Auty 

Mrs. A. Bebbington 

Mrs. P. Cribbin 

Mrs. S. Hotham 

Mrs. J. O’Donnell 

Mrs. A. Palin 

Mrs. S. Philbin 

Mrs. P. Scott 

Mrs. M. Thomas 

Ms. A. Webster 

 Administration: 

Office Manager: Mrs. D. Almond 

Assistant: Mrs. J. Gillibrand 

Welfare: 

Mrs. M. Bibby 

Mrs. N. Fernando 

Ms. B. Mitchell 

Mrs. J. Preston 

Mr. A. Vaughan 

Ms. L. Williamson 

Site Supervisor:  

Mrs. J. Tiffin 

Assistant: Mrs. P. Robinson 

Catering: 

Cook: Mrs. K. Birch 

Assistant Cook: Ms. K. Derbyshire 
Volunteers:   

We have a dedicated team of volunteers who help in school, many of 

whom are parents and grandparents of pupils at school. 
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 Teachers and School Governors 2015 

Headteacher: Mrs. A. Grice 

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs. A. Lee 

 

Teachers: 

Reception Mrs. P. Chester & Mrs. Z. Gibson 

Year 1 Mrs. M. Pokato 

Year 2 Miss. R. Garner 

Year 3 Miss. L. Head 

Year 4 Mr. D. Smith 

Year 5 Mrs. R. Droogan 

Year 6 Mr. T. Bradshaw 

French/Russian: Mrs. J. Baird  

Music: Miss. R. Wills  

 

Governors: 

Chair of Governors: Mr. S. Ambury  

Vice Chair: Mrs. L. Conway  

Mrs. J. Barron 

Mr. P. Beirne 

Mr. T. Bradshaw 

Mrs. L. Fish 

Mrs. Z. Gibson 

Mrs. A. Martindale 

Mrs. A. Mawdesley 

Mr. S. Mills 

Mr. D. Tootell 

Mr. A. Watmough 

Mrs. L. Whalley 

Mr. A. Wells 
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 Tracing the History  
of our School  

 
On Friday the 22nd of May 2015 St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Euxton will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of its opening on Wigan 
Road.  However, the history of the school can be traced back far      
beyond the current building and this project was designed to help us 
remember and celebrate the fact that there has been a school for the 
education of Catholic children in Euxton for nearly two centuries.  
 

A Brief History   
In the 1841 census we found John Williams, recorded as “Dissenting 
Teacher”, in Dawbers Lane. This is the earliest  recording of any     
Catholic teacher in the village.  
At this time Catholics were indeed still seen as non-conformists and 
worshipped in Euxton Hall Chapel following the reformation; their 
original place of worship was St. Mary’s Church, which is now the  
Parish Church. 
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Euxton in 1849 

This map shows Dawbers Lane in 1849. You can also see Euxton 
Hall and the Roman Catholic Chapel within its grounds. 
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Commemorative Wall Hanging 

 

Every child in the school worked together to create this wall 

hanging to commemorate our fifty years. If you look carefully 

you will see that the different panels represent  aspects of 

school life today and our links to the past. 



  

64 9 

 

The Anderton family of Euxton Hall were Catholics and it was 
through their commitment to the faith that worship and  
education of Catholic children in Euxton was possible.  
 
Records show that the first Euxton St. Mary’s primary school was 
based in one of the "battlement-topped" houses on Dawbers Lane, 
alongside the Euxton Hall estate. The school however was to move 
twice more before it finally settled on the current site off Wigan 
Road. The earliest record of the school we found was from the 
1841 Census although it is likely to have been in existence many 
years before that. 
 
This building was certainly owned by the Andertons and we have 
found records confirming that Mrs Ida Anderton, wife of Colonel 
William Anderton also held needlework classes for girls in the 
building in the latter part of the 19th century, which was long after 
the school had moved. 

Euxton Hall and the Andertons 
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The Original School 

The Old School House today is used as a private residence as shown 

below.  
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1841 - 1851 Mr. John Williams 

1851 - 1861 Mr. James & Mrs Mary Moore and Catherine Bennett 

1861 - 1871 Miss. Louisa Connelly 

1881 - 1890 Miss. Mary Elizabeth Hymens 

1891 - 1901 Miss. Elizabeth Hargreaves 

1901 - 1922 Miss Kate Carroll 

1922 - 1924 Miss. E.Turner 

1924 - 1927 Miss. Wilcox 

1924 - 1927 Miss. Atkinson acting supply Headmistress on various 
occasions 

1927 - 1950 Mrs. Snape nee Westhead (married on 27th December 
1927) - Mrs Parker (maternity cover for Mrs Snape) 

1950 - 1950 Mrs. Deady acting Headmistress 

1950 - 1969 Mr. Thomas Wallbank 

1969 - 1969 Mr. C. Williams (Temporary) 

1969 - 1985 Mr. Gore (Retired at Easter) 

1985 - 1985 Mrs. Hourahan appointed Acting Headteacher for one 
term 

1985 - 1988 Mrs. McCann 

1988 - 1989 Miss. L. Woodruff Acting Headteacher 

1989 - 1993 Mr. Peter Livesey 

1993 - 1994 Mrs. P. Crawford Acting then Headteacher 

1994 - 1994 Mr. Joe Coulson Acting Headteacher 

1994 - 2013 Mrs. Barbara Coulton Deputy then Headteacher 

2013 -          Mrs. Anne Grice  

      

Our  Headteachers (1841 to 2015)  
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We were awarded Lancashire Primary School of the Year 
For the second time we were awarded The Green Flag Award which 
recognises our commitment to protecting and respecting our            
environment.  
It's Our Planet Awards  
Green Primary School WINNER 
Sustainable Travel Award WINNER     
Waste Savers Award WINNER 
Global Citizenship Award FINALIST 
Green Fingers Award FINALIST    

September 2013 –  July 2014  A year to remember! 

In 2014 Heritage Lottery Funding was awarded to record and 
research the history of our school and record the names of  
headteachers who taught here to celebrate our Golden Jubilee Year in  
May 2015. 

11 

 

The Anderton family also provided accommodation  for the Catholic 
priest up to 1865 when the current Presbytery was built.  Initially 
this was in Euxton Hall and later at Mary Land Cottages on Wigan 
Road. 

On a trip to Chorley Central Library to look at the censuses to   
research our teachers and school, we found the link that led us to  
discover that the school had moved from Old Dawbers Lane  
sometime between 1841 and 1851 to Wigan Road, adjacent to the  
Mary Land cottages. An area often referred to as Daisy Hill. 

Mary Land Cottages 
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During the visit children and staff used a variety of resources  to 
look at the past from computers  for census  searching, microfilms 
for looking at old newspapers, directories  for names and buildings 
and maps to find the locations of the school sites and photographs. 

The Census records for Euxton revealed that by 1851 the school was 
next to Father Richard Gillow’s residence on Wigan Road, recorded 
as "School Cottage"; 10 years later in 1861 it remained at that  
location. 
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"This is an outstanding school where pupils 
blossom both academically and personally" 

Mrs Coulton Headteacher from 1994 - 2013 

Mrs Coulton  

In February 2012 St Mary’s was graded as ‘outstanding’ by OFSTED 

and in 2013 also awarded Primary School of the Year by the        

Lancashire Evening Post. 

 

 

 

Whilst at St. Mary’s Mrs Coulton also worked 

with a number of schools in an advisory capacity sharing her       

expertise. In September 2013, she agreed to accept a secondment 

post as Headteacher of St Catherine’s Catholic Primary in Leyland 

for two years.                                    

At the end of the summer term following the Year Six Leavers’   

Assembly, a surprise presentation was made to her by the staff, 

children and governors looking back at the wonderful times they 

spent together and all their successes (everyone wishing her 

well).  
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2000 - 2012 

Summer Fair 2002 & Queen  
Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Year 
celebrations. 

May 2008 60th Anniversary  
celebrations of the  
 NHS 1948- 2008. 

June 2012  
Kath Atkinson guided children from 
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
and Euxton C of E across the street 
for four decades. She carried the 
Olympic Torch as it passed through 
Blackpool. 

Janet Ogden worked as a Nursery Nurse for over 

35 years and has many happy memories of her 

years at St Marys: ‘I fondly recall the Fuzz Buzz 

group that I ran and the plays we enacted, and 

the “holidays” spent at Borwick and Tower 

Wood. Outdoor pursuits I think they called it! 

Best remembered were the fun days with reception class at the end 

of term when Mrs Downer and I would wear fancy dress. When the 

topic was stories we dressed as the most frightful ugly sisters; when 

castles was the topic the children dressed as princes and princesses. 

Troubadours came from Camelot, juggling and jousting, along with 

“King Arthur”...I was his queen! The day ended with a ball and feast 

in the hall.   HAPPY DAYS!’ 
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Census records from the National Archives 

In 1851 the school is identified as "School Cottage" with three 
"Grammatical Teachers": James and Mary Moore and Catherine  
Bennett.  

In 1861 the school remained on Wigan Road adjacent to Mary Land 

where Father John Worthy was living. The address is listed as "School 

House – Catholic School" with two teachers: Louisa Connelly (Certified 

Teacher) and Esther Daglish (Assistant Teacher). 
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The Old School House is shown above as it was in the early 1900s 
and then below as it is today. It has been referred to previously as 
“Mary Land” and “School House” in both Census and Poor Law   
records from 1871 onwards but is now known as “South View”. 
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Millennium Classes 1999-2000 

No1. Reception Class, left, Mrs. Downer, 
right Mrs. J. Ogden Nursery Nurse 
No2. Year 1 Mrs. B .Carolan   
No3. Year 2 Mrs. Cantwell   
No4. Year 3 Mrs. B. Coulton Headteacher  
No5. Year 4 Mrs. A. Lee 
No6. Year 5 Mrs. D. Shuttleworth 
No7. Year 6 Mrs. C. Coyle 
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2000  

Father Cadogan and Mrs Coulton can be seen at the blessing of the  
Millennium tree, which sadly later died! Pupils also planted a time 
capsule so that people would remember and know how we lived today 
when they open it in years to come. The school had filled it up with 
things from the Millennium pieces of school work, a newspaper, and 
pictures of their families including some toys. A balloon race organised 
by the P.T.F.A raised £200, seven balloons reaching Kirkby  
Stephen in Cumbria.  Pupils were also given medals by the Royal Mint 
on the leap year’s extra day February 29th 2000. 
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In 1866 a new purpose-built school and school house were erected 
alongside the newly-built St. Mary’s RC church. This site and buildings 
were to be the home of Euxton St. Mary’s School for the next 99 
years. This, our third school building continues to be used to this day 
as a nursery for the early education of children in the village. 
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Admission Registers contain pupil information such as name, date 
of birth, address and dates children joined and left the school and 
in most cases the parents' names.  
We found valuable information about school life and our village in 
these record books; in some cases we found entries about illness 
and early childhood death. 

The School Admission Register 1850 
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1999 Celebrations!  
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Looking back with the PTFA 

1994-1998 
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 School Punishment Book 1928   

The first entry above is dated 13th of December 1928. 
A few children in Class 2 mixed infants (age 8 – 9) received one 
stroke on the hand with the cane, for making careless mistakes 
in Terminal Test!  
 
Below  
A few children received 1 stroke on the hand with the stick for 
wasting time!  
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Shortly after the new school had been built came the 1870 Education 
Act, which was the first piece of legislation to deal specifically with 
the provision of education in Britain. Most importantly, it showed a 
commitment to provision of education on a national scale. 
 
However, it was only with the 1876 Royal Commission on the Factory 
Acts recommendation that education be made compulsory in order to 
stop child labour, that a further Education Act in 1880 finally made 
school attendance compulsory between the ages of five and ten.   
By the early 1890s, attendance within this age group was still falling 
short. Further legislation in 1893 extended the age of compulsory 
attendance to eleven and in 1899 to twelve. 
Many children worked outside school hours and truancy was a major 
problem, as parents could often not afford to give up income earned 
by their children; children’s attendance was therefore closely  
monitored.   
 
The Certificate of  School Attendance below lists a Frances Haydock’s  
attendance at St Mary’s in  1911 and 1912 which was signed by the 
Headteacher Miss Kate Carroll. 
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The PTFA   
Parents, Teachers and Friends Association 

 
 

At St. Mary’s we are very fortunate to have a thriving PTFA which is an 
integral part of the school community. Their main function is to run a 
variety of fund raising events during the year to provide pupils, par-
ents, staff and friends of the school the chance to meet, socialise and 
have some fun! 
 
Over the years the funds raised by the PTFA have supported many 
school projects. In recent years the outdoor play area has been  
improved by the installation of the Trim Trail and 'The Lodge', an out-
door learning area used regularly by the Reception class. The equip-
ment in the area outside the Reception and Year 1 classes is also      
extremely popular. 
 
Money raised also subsidises the travel for a variety of school trips. 
Recent fund raising events have been - 
Summer Fair                 
Christmas Fair   
Bags 2 School                   
Treasure Hunt 
Easter Bingo   
Cinema Night 
 
 
 
 
Chair: Mr Dyfed Bowen         
Treasurer  : Mr Michael Holding           
Secretary  : Mrs Sonja Prescott 
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1985 - 1999  

Blackboards have now been  
replaced with whiteboards! 

Mrs Allen, Mrs Coulton, Mrs Lee,      
Mrs Almond, Mrs Carolan,                    
Mrs Downer, Mrs Coyle, Mrs Ogden . 

Left -Time for a 
Rhyme with Mrs 
Coulton.  
Right- Nativity play 
held in the main hall. 

School Library opened by Mayor 
and Mayoress Lindsay Hoyle and 
his wife Cath c. 1997-1998. 

The arrival of computers and  
information technology. 
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Children would work in the mills from 6:00am until 12:00 pm and 
would then go to school in the afternoon. Some would be so tired they 
would fall asleep in school. 

Child labour within local factories and mills in Lancashire was  
widespread at this time. From the age of ten years children could 
work part-time as well as attend school and by the age of thirteen 
children left to go to work full time. In order to do so they had to 
prove their age, as the employer did not want to be accused of  
employing child labour.  
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The children at St. Mary’s were no exception as the labour certificate 
below show Frances Haydock in 1911 attending  St. Mary’s School and 
working part-time, possibly at Pincock Mill in Euxton. 

Below shows full time employment at the age of 13 in 1912. 
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Summer Fair- Sports Day  

Mr Coulson, pictured here as he is today in 2014. 
He was appointed to St. Mary’s on 30th May 1977 
and was passionate about teaching and sport at 
school. He remembers the boys winning the     
District Cross Country Championship for seven      
successive seasons. He later retired in 1994. 

Pictured here with Mr Coulson is Mr 
Gore (right), seen here holding what we 
think may be a relay baton while  
surveying the school fields for the  
Summer Fair. In the 1980s this was the 
School’s Annual Sports Day with all the 
other Euxton Village schools taking 
part. You can see the white sacks in the 
background for the sack races. 
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1. Marie Fairhurst and Brenda Beardsworth 1947. 

2. Lynn Dilworth looking at the camera 

3. Diane Dickinson 1970 , now Mrs Almond first left. 

Holy Communion Memories 
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Post Office Directories  
As part of our research we also found the Post Office Directories      
extremely useful. An example is when we looked through the 1922     
directory for Euxton where we found Miss. E.Turner, who we  
believe was the headteacher until about 1924, listed at the Catholic 
school . 
   

Euxton Walking Day was an important date in the calendar and one 
which our children and teachers all looked forward to. Miss Turner is 
pictured below leading the children on Walking Day in 1911. 
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Photographs 
 

The children analysed photographs held by the school, local  
historians and the library. This proved to be extremely valuable in our 
project and helped the children see how very different life was for 
their predecessors.  

Walking Day 1911 

St. Mary’s class photos from 1911 and 1936 below show how school 
clothing changed dramatically over a quarter of a century and also 
how attitudes also changed; the sombre faces of the children in 1911 
are replaced by the happy faces of children in 1936, allowed to smile 
for the photos and during more prosperous times when they no  
longer had to work to contribute towards the family’s income. 
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Holy Communion  

Today our Catholic children prepare to receive the Sacraments of    

Reconciliation, Confirmation and their First Holy Communion in Year 

Four. The children and their parents meet over several months with 

Father Gerry, our parish priest, and the team of parish catechists in 

preparation. They follow the Archdiocesan programme called ‘With 

You Always’. In school the children study R.E. through the  

Come and See R.E. resource.  

We have many photographs of our children celebrating their First  

Holy Communion, above are children from 2014 and pictured below 

is Mrs Bibby, one of our welfare assistants.  
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Junior Class of 1982 

Junior Class of 1983-1984 
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School Children of Yesteryear  

 
These photographs dated from 1915—1920  were kindly donated by            
Mrs. Dorothy Miller who is an ex-pupil                                                                       
Agnes Tobin her aunty above age 5 and below age 8. 
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Mrs. Miller’s mother Teresa Tobin is pictured in the above photo taken 
during the school year of 1925 - 1926; she is sitting on the front row 
4th on the right. 
In this photograph taken in 1959-60 we can see Mary Riordan (3rd 
right front row) and her brother Richard Riordan (4th right back row), 
both children of  Mrs Riordan who taught Infant 1 class. 
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By the 1st September 1970 phase 2 of the building work was       
complete, a new infant class was formed and the new junior      
classrooms were finally finished.  
However, concerns were raised as no provision had been made in 
plans submitted prior to Mr Gore’s arrival for heating.  
In 1972, 194 children were now on the school roll and  
Mrs Hourahane was appointed as the first Deputy Head due to the 
school’s expansion. 
 
In 1974 the school opened after the Easter holidays and two  
classrooms in the old school were re-opened to allow for a new top 
infant class to be formed. There were serious accommodation prob-
lems in the new school as Euxton’s population continued to grow. It 
was not until 1975 that the final phase of the building extension was 
completed and a Mass to celebrate was held in the school hall which 
was blessed by Bishop Gray. The total on the school roll was now 
244 as compared to 69 when the school had opened in 1965.  
In 1977 Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her Silver Jubilee and  
children were presented with Silver Jubilee beakers from County 
Councillors Kobelt and Jessop.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1985 Mr Gore left to enjoy a well-earned retirement. Pictured 

above in 2014 looking at the School Log Book. 
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In August 1969 I left and took up a new role as Headteacher at 

Euxton St Mary’s Primary School. 

I have a host of happy and wonderful memories of my sixteen 

years at Euxton St Mary’s School and Parish, and I can truly say 

it was an honour and a privilege to serve as Headteacher. 

 

  

 

 

 

Junior Class of 1970                                                            Skittle Ball Team  1972                                                                                    

                    Junior Class   1980 
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Susannah Knight 
In 1891 the census records showed us that the following teachers 
were employed at St Mary’s; headmistress Elizabeth Hargreaves, and 
elementary school teachers  Harriet O’Neil and Susannah Knight. 

The children were excited to discover that Susannah Knight was a  
former teacher at our school, as she is something of a local heroine.  
In 1914-1915 she taught French lessons to some of the Chorley Pals 
prior to their departure to the World War 1 battlefields. She also 
wrote the Books of Remembrance known as the “Golden Books”, 
which contain names and photographs of soldiers from the Chorley 
and District Pals who fought in World War One and died fighting for 
their country. They were given to the people of Chorley in 1948 by 
Miss Knight who had started to record the names in April 1919. 

This newspaper article from the 
Chorley Standard on 8th June 1895 
was found on microfiche at the  
library and shows that Susannah left 
Euxton St. Mary’s to take the  
position as governess to a French 
Count, Paul de Meherenc, in June 
1895. She was presented with a  
silver watch from the children and 
parents at our school. 
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Having enlisted the help of local teacher and historian Adam Cree, we 
then spent an afternoon at Astley Hall Museum in the Susannah 
Knight Memorial Room hearing more about her life from Adam who 
kindly presented us with his first draft copy of the “Life of Susannah 
Knight” for our Heritage Club. 
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Mr Gore Headteacher from 1969 - 1985 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

Mr Wallbank was a strict but good teacher; I remember him     

teaching me long division of number and division of fractions. He 

used to say, “One thing you have to remember is, change the sign to 

multiply and turn the divisor upside down” 

I never thought that 32 years later I would follow in his footsteps as 

Headteacher at Euxton St Mary’s. 

In September 1940  I started attending Preston Catholic College 

which was run by the Jesuits. I left in 1947 having achieved my 

school certificate and higher school certificate. 

I joined the Royal Artillery Regiment in 1947 to do my two years  

National Service, and served as an Educational Instructor which led 

to my career in teaching. 

I enrolled as a teacher in July 1951 and in August the same year 

started my teaching career at the school where I first became a   

pupil, at Leyland St Mary’s High School. The school eventually       

became a large junior school where I became Deputy Head. 

In 1933 aged five I first attended         

Leyland St Mary’s All-Age School and at 

the age of nine I was taught by              

Mr Thomas Wallbank who later became 

Headteacher at Euxton St Mary’s         

Primary School. 
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On the 28th April 1969 a presentation of a slide-viewer and slides 
was made to Mr Wallbank by the children on his retirement. On the 
25th August a new Headteacher, Mr Gore arrived and a new phase 
of building work began. 
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Euxton St. Mary’s R.C. Church  War Memorial  

Many of the soldiers on the memorial at St. Mary’s Church we now 
know attended our school. The stained glass sanctuary windows in 
the church are dedicated to all of the WW1 casualties. 

Private Joseph Beardsworth  
61st Coy. Machine Gun Corps 
b.12/11/1892 son of Joseph 
Beardsworth, died on 
19/02/1917 in the Battle of the 
Somme, aged 24. Missing in   
action, commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial. 

Corporal Frank A Cornwell Royal 
Engineers b.04/09/1893, the son 
of John and Emma Cornwell; he 
died on 02/09/1917 in the Battle 
of Ypres, aged 24. He is buried in 
the Reninghelst Military         
Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium. 

Private Robert Wallbank 9th 
Bn. Loyal North Lancashire  
Regiment b.07/12/1890, son of 
John Wallbank; died on 
21/10/1916 in the Battle of the 
Somme; buried in the Stump 
Road Cemetery,  
Grandcourt, France. 

Private William Parkinson, 1st/4th 
Bn. Loyal North Lancashire  
Regiment b.06/04/1892; son of 
John and Elizabeth Parkinson; 
died on 04/04/1917 in Flanders, 
aged 25. Buried in the               
Vlamertinghe Military Cemetery, 
Ypres, Belgium 

To find out more about parishioners commemorated on the  
War Memorial visit  www.stmarys-euxton.com 
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Private Thomas Robinson 249th Coy. Machine 
Gun Corps b.26/03/1898 was the  son of  
William and Mary Robinson; he died 
22/08/1917 in the Battle of Ypres, aged 19. 
Missing in action, commemorated on the Tyne 
Cot Memorial, Belgium.     

Private Peter Roscoe, 1st Bn. Scots Guards 
b.09/04/1883, the son of John and Margaret 
Roscoe (Pincock St.); died of wounds 
02/11/1914 in Boulogne, aged 31. He is buried 
in the Boulogne Eastern Cemetery. 

Photograph from the school Christmas Play to mark the Centenary of World War 1. 

Mary Louise Clitheroe, 20615, No. 1 Dispersal 
Unit (Wimbledon Common) Queen Mary’s  
Army Auxiliary Corps.  She died on 19/02/1919 
aged 26 after being knocked down and killed 
by a motor bus in London whilst still in service. 
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1968 
 
It soon became clear from the log book that the new junior school 
needed to be extended. On January 4th 1968 the school reopened 
and to allow for increased numbers expected during the year, infants 
aged six were included with the lower junior class. This double class 
was now being taught in the hall.  This caused huge problems setting 
up the dinner tables in the hall as all the desks and chairs had to be 
cleared away first, then put back out again after lunch making  
afternoon lessons late. Increased numbers also meant not enough      
washing facilities. 83 children had to wash their hands at just four  
infant wash basins.  
 

In 1965 school meals were still being cooked at Leyland and served in 
the old school, as the school kitchen was not finished. It was not until 
September that the kitchen was in use for the first time and children 
had school meals in the hall of the new school. 

Above is Mrs Healy 3rd from left and Mrs Freeman 4th. 

The kitchen staff in 1965 listed a Mrs Deighton (caretaker), Mrs Batty 
(cook), Mrs Silk & Mrs Reynolds (assistants)   
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Conditions in the old school were rapidly deteriorating and repair 
works were needed to doors, floors, ventilators and water heaters  
especially in the outside toilets where the walls and roofs were  
becoming unsafe. 
19thNovember 1962 - It was noted that the north wall in the top junior 
class was in an extremely dangerous condition. Children from this 
class had lessons, with difficulty, in the Social Centre. 
11th April 1964 - Notification was received from the Ministry of  
Education that permission had finally  been granted to build a new 
three class Junior School. 
Below are written entries by Mr Wallbank leading up to the opening 
of the new Junior School. 

School re-opened on 23rd August 1965 and workmen were still       
engaged in building the kitchen. The school hall was not fully in use, 
P.E. equipment not fixed in place, the caretakers store was not finished 
and some of his equipment was being stored in the hall! 
Classes – 
Upper Junior – 18 children 
Lower Junior – 23 children 
Infant - 28 children 

Mr Thomas Wallbank Headteacher from 1950 - 1969 
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Shortly after the end of  WW1 in 

1921 the Prince of Wales, who 

was later to become the future 

King Edward VIII,  visited Euxton as 

part of his tour of Lancashire 

when he opened the War          

Memorial Club.   

It must have been a proud moment 

for the parents of Thomas Watson 

and St Mary’s School where he was a 

student, when he was selected to 

present the Prince with a bouquet of 

flowers after the ceremony. 

An excerpt from the school register 

from 1921 (shown below) records 

Thomas joining the school on 16th    

August 1921 at the age of five. 

World War 2 also claimed many lives in Euxton and the following 
were all ex-pupils of our school who gave their lives; Peter and     
Francis Parkinson, sons of Edward and Mary Parkinson;  John Briers, 
son of Samuel Briers (Millwright Arms) and Wilfrid Jackman, son of 
William and Martha Ellen Jackman. 



  

30 

The School Log Book entries from 1924- 1977  

Since Victorian times headteachers have recorded in diaries (or log 
books) all the events, special holidays, illnesses, staff register and   
other information affecting school life.  
We found valuable information about our teachers, school life and in 
some cases humorous events in the past.   

Sickness and Attendance 

Sickness frequently contributed to lack of attendance. Cases of, 
mumps, ringworm, impetigo, scarlet fever, measles, influenza and 
whooping cough were all common illnesses and in some cases the 
school had to be closed because of them.  

6th February 1929 - Visit of school nurse – examined throats & hands 
of all children owing to Scarlet Fever cases; three in one family.          
7th October 1931 - School nurse examined all children owing to      
outbreak of Chicken Pox.                                                                             
7th February 1933 - 51 children absent through influenza. School 
closed at 4pm until February 20th 1933.                                                  
7th October 1940 – School closed from 8th Oct 1940 to 25th Oct 1940 
inclusive owing to the prevalence of Scarlet Fever. 
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                       1960 

Dorothy Miller, nee 
Fletcher age 8 and as 
she is today in 2014 
who now lives in one of 
the battlement topped 
houses on Old Dawbers 
Lane, which were the 
first home for our 
school .  

We can see from the school register below she started school on the 

7th of January 1960. 

Dorothy Fletcher 10 years old pictured below in the 1965 class 
 photograph in the new school hall. 
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I remember when the nurse visited school and a screen was put up. 
When your name was called out you had to go behind the screen to 
see her, she always seemed to be in a bad mood! “Now child”, she 
would say in a harsh voice, “What is your name?” and before you 
could answer she would shout, “Come along I’ve not got all day!” She 
would check your hair for nits, check if you were undernourished then 
give you an injection! 
When I was six I had a really bad chest infection and my mum sent me 
to school with what smelled and looked like treacle rubbed on my 
chest and covered it with brown paper. 
Everyone walked to school in all weathers and went home for lunch or 
if you came from a long distance you brought a sandwich; we didn’t 
have crisps, sweets, chocolate, fruit, only apples until after rationing 
had finished in 1953; there wasn’t a kitchen or any school meals then. 
There was no lollipop lady; no school crossing. Sometimes a             
policeman would cross the street with you as the Police Station was 
across the road then. 
Whilst in juniors every morning I attended Mass at eight o’clock as an 
altar boy.  I had to learn Latin; I soon picked it up even though I did 
not know what it meant. I was good at art, history and nature, but 
found English and maths difficult. I remember on one occasion getting 
the cane off Mrs Riordan when she found out I had cheated doing my 
maths homework by getting an old man who lived next door to me to 
do my long division! 
In my last year of school, senior class, on a Friday the boys went to 
Adlington School for woodwork and the girls cookery, then later to a 
school in Chorley. Mrs Snape retired and Mr Wallbank came             
introducing us to film shows. The one I remember was the ‘Song of  
Bernadette’. Then Mr Lester came and he introduced us to gardening. 
I loved working in the school garden, it was on the land in front of the 
old school where the Red Lion pub was and where the three air raid 
shelters were before they were pulled down. 
At 15 it was time to leave school. I was the last boy to leave along with 
two  girls and we went to Leyland St Mary’s like the children do today. 
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War 
30th November 1939 - Police Lecture on “Blackout”. 
15th December 1939 -Air raid warning test. 
20th November 1940 – Attendance very low owing to sirens sounding 
during the night and bombs being dropped in the district (29 children 
absent). 
3rd  March 1944 - Mrs Shelmerdine from the American Red Cross was 
in school to distribute wellington boots to children who had a long 
walk to school. 
 
25th April 1941 – Stirrup Pump  
delivered to the school. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
11th May 1944 – Police in school instructing  
children in the various kinds of bombs which might be found in the 
district. 
 
8th May 1945 VE Day School closed. 
 
 

 

Stirrup Pumps were used by 

Fire Wardens to extinguish   

incendiary bombs dropped by 

enemy planes. 



  

32 

Weather 
 
29th January 1945 – Rooms very cold temp: -30⁰ 
30th January 1945 - Attendance very poor owing to very bad weather 
39 % present. No dinners arrived so emergency tins opened. 
9 tins of vegetable soup, 5 tins of Grapefruit, 4 tins loaned to            
Mr Magnall C of E School. 

Royal Occasions and Events 
 

28th January 1936 – School closed as a mark of respect to His Late 
Majesty. The King’s Funeral Day. (George V) 

31st  March 1939 – King’s visit to Euxton, school closed all day. 

7th March 1944 – Children allowed to stand at the end of the avenue 
to see the King and Queen pass by. 

20th November 1947  - School closed today for the Royal Wedding. 

10th January 1950 – Funeral of Sir Francis Anderton. Juniors and     
Seniors assemble at the end of the avenue at 11:00 am. 

February 6th 1952 – Death of King George VI announced to children in 
school. Telegram of sympathy from the school children sent to the 
Queen. 
 
1st June 1953 –  
School closed for 2 
days  
for Coronation  
Celebrations of  
Queen Elizabeth II 
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1939-1945 World War 2 memories by Tony Dilworth 

School started at 9:00 until 12:00, 
then 1:00 till 4:00. We didn’t wear 
uniforms when I went to school;  
most boys wore pants that came 
over the knee, a shirt or a jersey, 
stockings that were held up with 
garters and clogs on your feet. All 
the classes had wooden floors, 
they were very dusty and very 
noisy; most of us wore clogs with 
irons on the bottom. We were        
issued with gas masks and had to 
carry them everywhere round our 
necks. 

After the second bell had rung in the morning we formed lines, infant, 
juniors and seniors. We walked in single file in silence into class and 
had to show our hands, front and back, if dirty you were sent back to 
the sinks in the yard. 
There were two cloakrooms, one for boys and one for girls with two 
separate school yards. There was a wash area inbetween both yards 
with three sinks, only providing cold water and carbolic soap; toilets in 
both yards were not flushing ones, you sat on a board with a hole in 
the middle with a bucket. Once a week it was emptied by the council, 
it was a terrible smell! 
I especially enjoyed my time in the infants with Miss Parker; she was a 
very kind and patient teacher.  We had blackboards and chalk to write 
with, plasticine and wooden jigsaws to play with. As we progressed we 
moved to long desks that held about eight children. However if you 
were sat in the middle you could not move. 
Before lessons we always had prayers, and then the register was  
taken. Time in the infants was good, we were taught all about God, 
Our Lady, and St Joseph. 
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Another fellow pupil of the class of 1942 was Tony Dilworth who was 
born on 25th May 1938. Below age 4 and as he is today in 2014. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We found from the admissions register 
that he started school at St. Mary’s on the 17th of August 1942 and 

Tony is stood on the back row second from the right in this school  
photograph taken in 1952. The following pages record Tony’s memo-
ries of wartime Euxton and provide a valuable insight into school life 
at the time. 

Cardboard milk top 
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Entertainment, P.E. and Equipment 

20th August 1935 – Telephones lent to school for a few days. Children 
have practice in speaking to each other from 2pm to 3pm. On the 26th 
of January 1963 – A telephone was installed in school! 

23rd May 1933- Children attend Practical Instruction Centre with     
Sergeant Major! 

21st April 1936– Children continue to attend the Swimming Baths  
every Monday (Girls) Tuesday (Boys) in the afternoon until September. 
23rd June 1936 – Children going on 3:50 bus to Chorley to see            
educational film “India its Romance and Big Game” 
11th October1937 – Hand sewing machine delivered today. 
1st November 1944 – Wireless installed in school for lessons on ‘How 
Things Began’ 
29th October 1948 – 17 pairs of plimsolls received (34 pairs of laces 
arrived 10 days later 17 pairs returned!) 
17th May 1950 – Received screen for  Film Projector and in August 
was used for the first time. 

Heating and Improvements 
18th February 1944 – Electric lighting being fitted in school during 
Shrovetide Holiday. 
10th November 1948 – Two electric radiators installed -Infant room. 
3rd June 1947 – New gas boiler received. 
28th June 1950 – Another new gas boiler arrived! 
13th November 1963- New stove in Infant room to replace old one. 

Certificate awarded 
to Mary Moss on 
the 21st April 1936 
and signed by                  
Mrs Clare Snape, 
the Headteacher. 
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Accidents 
 

9th March 1950 – Dennis Beamish involved in accident with car on 
way home at 12 o’clock. Taken to hospital with broken arm. 
11th May 1950 - Infants and Juniors watched film shown by Daylight 
Cinema Touring Van at Anderton Arms at 9:00am on Road Safety! 
20th June 1950 – Ann Flatley went into garden adjoining school  
playground during dinner break to recover ball. Received number of 
bee stings on head, face and neck. Stings removed. Treated with  
Dettol. Sent Home. 
14th December 1953- Fire in Mrs Riordan’s room 
 April 3rd 1963 – Mrs Deady absent, owing to broken bone in thumb 
caused by a fall during P.E. lesson with lower junior class. 

Workmen 

13th November 1955 – Workmen in from Messrs Brindle, Chorley to 
repair stove in Infant Class. 
19th November 1963- Work begins on wall in top junior class to  
replace unsafe wooden beams with steel girders. 
11th March 1963 – Bursts repaired in water pipes of children’s and 
teachers’ toilets. New cistern put in teachers’ toilet. Toilet flushed  
under own systems today for the first time since December 19th 
1962! 
September 5th 1964 – Work begins on the building of the New Junior 
School.                                

Religious Events 
1st July 1963 - School closed. Day’s holiday granted by school  
managers in honour of his Holiness Pope Paul V1. 

School Garden 

23rd February 1954 - Blackcurrant bushes delivered to school from 
Hutton. 

24th March 1954 – Garden canes, seeds and seed potatoes delivered. 
30th March 1954 – One ton of farmyard manure delivered. 
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Rev Deacon Gerard Fishwick was born in Euxton in 1947 and was  
baptised at St Mary's on 22nd June 1947. 

He was ordained to the Permanent Diaconate at Liverpool Cathedral 
on 11th June 2006 

                                                                                                                                        
He attended St Mary’s school at the 
same time as Anne Parker and well 
remembers the old school with its 
four rooms and four teachers Mrs 
Deady, Mrs Riordan, Mr Lester and 
Mr Wallbank. 
 
 
 

As a child he lived at No.5 Back Lane, Charnock Richard, which was  
unfortunate as Mr Wallbank lived at No.3. He recalls walking across 
Mr Wallbank’s allotment one weekend and getting a right roasting in 
class the next day! 

 

He also remembers how cold the rooms were, especially in winter 
when you could see your breath and how they all looked forward to 
school milk at morning break. He used to bring in the crates and stack 
them in front of the stove with the doors open to warm the milk. 

 
You only really got warm if you sat 
next to the stove, but this is where 
the teacher sat! 
The air raid shelters were on the land 
called Crofters Green. This land all 
belonged to the church. Inside the 
shelters were long wooden slatted 
seating with two toilets, one for girls 
and one for boys. 
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 During WW2 she remembers  walking 
up Euxton Lane with a torch and being 
told off by a policeman and has clear 
memories of her father from whom 
she received many wonderful letters 
while he was away in the R.A.F. 

Anne’s mother Miss Brown taught the Infant 
class at St Mary’s from August 1930. Anne  
recalls being taught by her mother and on one 
occasion getting the cane off her!  
Anne aged 5 ½ in 1943 is pictured below with 
her mother together with a copy of her  
mother’s letter of recommendation from Father 
Formby at Sacred Heart.  
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Miss Clare Westhead commenced her duties as Headteacher on the 
1st of July 1927 and on the 27th of December that same year during 
the school holidays she married a Mr William Richard Staines Snape. 

 

It was not until the Sex Disqualification Removal Act was passed in 
1919 that women were allowed to continue teaching if they married. 
This should have meant greater equality for women entering the 
teaching profession, but in the 1920s working women were still 
frowned upon as there were so many men on the dole especially 
after WW1.  In some towns and local councils it was not until during 
the Second World War that this was finally accepted and publicised. 

Mrs Snape pictured above , lived in the school house with her       
husband they had two children, a boy, Kevin and a daughter,          
Bernadette. Kevin was born in 1929 and is a retired Roman Catholic 
Priest. Fr Snape attended St Mary’s and remembers making his First 
Holy Communion with the class. There was no kitchen in the school 
at that time so the Holy Communion breakfast for the children was 
held at the pub – the Anderton Arms! 
 
At the age of 10 he caught diphtheria and spent six weeks in the  
Isolation Hospital at Heath Charnock; his mother and father like other 
parents could only wave to him through a window outside.  
 
 

Mrs Clare Snape Headteacher from 1927 - 1950 
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People were treated at the Isolation Hospital for Scarlatina, Small-
pox, Typhoid, Diphtheria and Tuberculosis and patients were kept in 
isolation. The picture above shows the hospital and ‘revolving’ 
wooden huts which were used by tuberculosis patients. The staff 
rotated the huts so that the patients were not exposed to direct sun-
light. There was a special disinfection chamber, ambulance house 
and mortuary. 
 

Once recovered he took his 11+. This was an examination which was 
used to determine which type of school you should attend after  
primary education: a grammar school, a secondary modern school, 
or a technical school. Kevin knew his vocation would be in the  
priesthood. He then went to Preston Catholic College in 1939 and 
the family moved to Chorley. Mrs Snape taught at St Mary’s Euxton 
until her retirement in 1950. 
 

During the war years, Fr Snape recalls cycling home from Preston 
Catholic College to Chorley and what would normally have taken 
him just under an hour took over three hours due to large convoys 
of army vehicles taking up the road. 
 

He enjoyed maths but not particularly languages; however his Latin 
improved somewhat since being a priest! 
Fr Snape’s father was the organist at Euxton St Mary’s and later at 
Chorley St Mary’s Catholic Church. 
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This project has brought together a wide range of memories of our 
school from previous pupils, their families and other people closely 
linked to us down the years. So it is only fitting that we express our  
sincere thanks to them and reflect their memories in the pages that 
follow; without their help and input the project would be much the 
poorer.  
 

School Day Memories 

Anne was born Anne Parker in 1938 and is pictured (below) on her 
first day of School aged 4 years in 1942.  A copy of her handwriting 
test in 1944 in which she wrote about her mother is also shown.  

Anne Johnson (left) was one of 
a number of people who kindly 
gave up their time to attend 
Euxton Library in June 2014 to 
help us in our quest for  
memories.  She is pictured here 
looking at the Schools  
Admission Register. 

1942 


