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====================================================================== 
Bob Dobson (Publicity Officer, Federation) sends this important reminder: 
*****Membership of this Federation is free until the end of 2013.  
Details from: Treasurer and Membership Secretary 
Mrs N.M.Hollings, 9 Park House,Gorseyfields,Droylsden,Manchester. M43 6DX  
:    members@lancashirehistory.org   
 
====================================================================== 
LLHF NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mrs M. Edwards.  
 Telephone:   0161 256 6585           email:   m.edwards309@btinternet.com    
 
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  JANUARY 14TH, 2013. 
======================================================================= 

Jointly organised by 
UCLAN Institute of Local & Family History 

and the Lancashire Local History Federation 
 

Saturday, 20th October, 2012   9.30am - 4.00pm 
A DAY CONFERENCE: 'Drink & Drinking in Lancashire' 

  COST: £27 for non-members; £22 for concessions/students;  
              £18 for members of the Institute and of the Federation.  
This includes tea/coffee and a buffet lunch. Vegetarians must state this on their form.  
Full details and a booking form are available from lfhistory@uclan.ac.uk  
Susan Bailey: School of Education, UCLAN, Preston PR1 2HE   Tel.  01772 893053   
 9.30: Reception and tea/coffee  
 10.00-11.15: Alistair Mutch  
  The Drink trade in nineteenth century Lancashire:  
  Contrasts and comparisons.  
 11.15-12.30: Deborah Woodman  
  Beerhouses in 19th Century Manchester & Salford  
 12.30 Lunch  
 13.30-2.45: Andrew Davidson  
 Beacons for the Cause: Temperance buildings in NW England.  
 2.45-4.00: Annemarie McAllister  
  Twentieth Century Temperance for Tots: a look at  
  the Band of Hope in Lancashire, 1900-1980. 
 
================================================================= 
Congratulations to 
Dr Alan Crosby, Mr Stephen Sartin and Dr Bill Shannon, created Burgesses 
during the proceedings of the Preston Guild, 2012.           Editor                                                                                                             
================================================================= 
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The FYLDE HISTORY NETWORK  
in partnership with The Lancashire Local History Federation andThe Lancashire 
Place Name Survey will hold, on   

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3rd 2012  
from 9.30am – 4.30pm, at St Anne’s United Reformed Church Hall,  St George’s 
Road, St Anne’s on the Sea, a  DAY CONFERENCE 

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION 
THE PLACE NAMES AND FIELD NAMES OF LANCASHIRE 

 
Bruce Jackson - County Heritage Manager 
An introduction to the Lancashire Place Name Survey 
 Dr  Alan Crosby 
 Place Names and Landscape in medieval North Lancashire 
Dr Sarah Rose 
Lancashire Manorial Records 
 Dr Mike Winstanley 
 Lord Burleigh’s Map of Lancashire 
Peter Shakeshaft 
Freckleton - History through its Street Names and Field Names  
 Conference and buffet lunch £16   Conference only £9  
CONTACT:  
Mrs C Storey, 77 Arundel Drive Poulton-le-Fylde Lancs. FY6 7TE   
  Tel :  01253 885167    email:  mc.storey@btinternet.com)   
  Please make cheques payable to Fylde History Network  
=================================================================  
Once every Preston Guild..... 
This is a well known saying among Preston people, often applied to some 'service' or other 
which is running late, or perhaps communication from a daughter away at college! It's grounded 
in the fact that a Guild takes place only every 20 years. Virtually everybody in the city and 
surrounding areas knows that fact, and knows that various celebrations are held; but far fewer 
people know about the Guild's actual workings.  
On page 1 we send our congratulations to three people, well known to the Federation and to 
history, art and archaeology afficionados in the area and beyond, who during this Guild of 2012 
were created Burgesses. What does this process involve? What is its significance? I asked Bill 
Shannon to write an outline in reply to my queries.        Editor 
               ======================== 
Every twenty years, when a Guild is held, an additional small group of Burgesses is created to 
build up existing numbers. These comprise Freemen (e.g. Nick Park), and all still-living 
Mayors and Aldermen from the last twenty years who are not already Burgesses, and the 
three Guild Stewards for the current Guild. The Guild Stewards are usually the leaders of the 
three political parties, which explains my own appointment. This time, in a newly set up 
practice, twenty additional Burgesses were nominated by the people of Preston, under three 
categories. I served on the committee which chose the twenty, out of the fifty whose 
nominations were accepted. The twenty included Ian Hall of James Hall (Spar), Eddie Topping 
of Barton Grange and Edwin Booth of Booths - plus various community leaders and voluntary 
workers.                                                                                                      
The opening Court also re-enrols those burgesses who enrolled last time, plus their children 
or grandchildren.  There were about 600 of those this time, including babes-in-arms. I spoke 
with people who had come from all over the world - Tasmania, Canada, South Africa, USA 
and elsewhere - who had come to enrol in person, the problem being that, if you break your 
succession of enrolment, you cannot mend it at the next Guild. It was therefore specially  
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fascinating to meet two people who could trace their unbroken line of ancestor-Burgesses 
back to the seventeenth century. The Record Office (now re-named Lancashire Archives) was 
kept busy, and had put all Guild Rolls in their care on line! Now that I myself am a Burgess, 
that status will pass to my daughter and granddaughter provided they duly enrol - a fact that 
gives me great pleasure. 
As a Guild Steward, I found myself meeting and greeting the Guild's visitors, including the 
Lord Lieutenant, the High Sheriff, Garter King of Arms, Archbishop Sentamu and the Bishop of 
Blackburn. There is no doubt that the holding of the Guild has given a real boost to the city.  
 
Bill Shannon  
 
================================================================= 

 
EARBY AND DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
1. The Earby and District Local History Society’s new Heritage Room was 

officially opened by Councillor Chris Tennant, Chairman of Earby Town Council, at a special 
event on September 8th coinciding with Heritage Open days. The Heritage Room, located in 
the New Road Community Centre in Earby, is the repository for the society’s collection of 
archives, artefacts and photographs relating the Earby district. 

It is intended that the archive will be available for local and family historians to use on 
a 'by appointment' basis. Further information can be obtained from Bob Abel 01282 843850 
or via the Society, on info@earbyhistory.co.uk . 

2. The Earby and District Local History Society has also released its latest 
publication, “Getting Better – Health Care in Earby Through the years” by Stephanie 
Carter. The book traces the changing face of health care in Earby from the days of herbal 
remedies to today’s National Heath Service. One chapter charts the local doctors who have 
cared for local residents over the last 150 years or so and in another we discover the 
voluntary work of the local St Johns Ambulance Brigade. 

This lavishly illustrated book costs £8 plus £2-50 post and packaging. Contact Bob 
Abel 01282 843850 or the Society on info@earbyhistory.co.uk                                                                                

The Earby Society’s programme for the next six months is as follows: 
October 2012 – March 2013 

Meetings: 7.30pm at New Road Community Centre, Earby, Everyone welcome.  
2012 
Tuesday 16th October “All Quiet on the Western Front” – a tour of cemeteries and 

memorials in Flanders and on the Somme. 
By Wendy Singleton 

Tuesday 20th November “From Port Sunlight to Rivington – The Life of Lord 
Leverhulme” – Industrialist, philanthropist and politician. Founder of 
Lever Brothers soap manufacturing company famous for Sunlight 
Soap. 

  By Malcolm Tranter 
Tuesday 18th December “Spinning a Golden Yarn” – the story of the former Stephen 

Simpson gold thread works – Preston. 
 By Linda Barton 
2013 
Tuesday 15th January “Tom Spencer” – co founder of Marks and Spencer 
 By Rosemary and Robin Bundy 
Tuesday 19th February ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday 19th March “Rails to the Lancashire Coast” - A look back at journeys to 

Blackpool, Morecambe and Southport during the hey-day of rail 
travel, mainly photographed in black and white. 

 By Steve Williams 

=================================================================  
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LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
PROGRAMME 2012 - 2013    

Unless otherwise stated meet in Room 5, Friends Meeting House, Mount Street, Manchester. 
2012     
October 13              DAY SCHOOL 
(Saturday)               The Great Ejection 1662-2012 
  NOTE VENUE: Cross Street Chapel, Manchester. Starts 9.30 am. 
   (Programme below. Ed.) 
November 6th         The geology and industrial history of  
            Torrs Gorge, New Mills 
(Tuesday 6.45 pm)  Speaker: Dr. Derek Brumhead (See article later in this issue. Ed.) 
2013 
January 19th            Weavers' cottages: picking up the threads 
(Saturday 11 am)     Speaker: Kathy Fishwick MBE 
February 13th           ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by 
(Wed. 2.30 pm)         Protecting our heritage, archaeology, and planning  
                                   in Greater Manchester. 
                                   Speaker: Mr. Norman Redhead 
                        NOTE VENUE: Cross Street Chapel, Manchester. 
March 13th                Defining the Middle-Class motoring experience in  
(Wed. 6.45 pm)          Edwardian Britain.      
                                   Speaker: Dr. Craig Horner  
April 13th                  Thomas Fenwick and Industrialising Lancashire 
(Tues. 6.45 pm)         Speaker: Jennifer S. Holt. 
Summer event          Thomas Skelmersdale, Liverpool Architect. 
                                   Tour of various buildings. Guide: Mr. John Tiernan 
October Day School to be arranged.  
================================================================= 

LANCASHIRE & CHESHIRE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
DAY SCHOOL AT CROSS STREET CHAPEL, MANCHESTER 

SATURDAY, 13TH OCTOBER 2012 
                            THE GREAT EJECTION 1662 - 2012  
09.30 - 09.55  Assemble, tea/coffee served 
09.55 - 10.00  Welcome 
10.00 - 11.00   James Mawdesley:            
   The ejected of 1660 - 1662 as parish ministers:  
   their clerical careers during the 1640s and 1650s.        
11.00 - 11.30    Interval 
11.30 - 12.30   Emeritus Professor Michael Mullett:             
   'Distinguished by their zeal' (Burnet):  
   the Great Ejection in the mirror of history.                     
12.30 - 14.00    Lunch (own arrangements; tea/coffee available) 
14.00 - 15.00   Catherine Nunn              
   The Cheshire clergy and 'Black Bartholomew's Day' 
15.00 - 15.30    Interval  
15.30 - 16.30   Jonathan Ali            
   The hidden history of Presbyterianism in Tottington.                          
COST: £15.00 including drink on arrival.  
Please apply by Friday 5th October to: 
Mr. M. Garratt, Hon. Secretary, 59, Malmesbury Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheadle, 
 Cheshire, SK8 7QL. Name and address, please, with cheques payable to 
 'Lancashire & Cheshire Antiquarian Society'. 
================================================================= 
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A Life in North-West Archaeology - Commemorating Ben Edwards 
(County Archaeologist for Lancashire 1963-1995, 

on the staff of the Lancashire Record Office) 
 
This was the title of the day-conference held by the Centre for North West Regional Studies of 
Lancaster University, in conjunction with the Cumberland & Westmorland Antiquarian & Archaeological 
Society, on June 9th, 2012. The Chairman was Professor David Shotter, a Past President of CWAAS. 
The day was a great success and very much enjoyed by the large number of people who attended. 
Ben's wife Margaret, elder son Nicholas and fiancée Claire, and younger son Crispin were guests. 
Crispin's wife Gillian was looking after their eighteen-month-old daughter, Miya. Ben had the pleasure of 
knowing his granddaughter for two months before his death. 

 
The Speakers were (in Programme order) Peter Iles, Professor Dame Rosemary Cramp, Dr Alan 
Crosby, Dr Bill Shannon (a recent Chairman of the Lancashire Archaeological Society), Professor 
David Breeze (current President of CWAAS), Rachel Newman and Dr Adrian Olivier. 
 

The Lancashire Archaeological Society, which was founded by Ben Edwards, had arranged an exhi-
bition relating to the Prehistoric elk, discovered in 1970 at Carleton, nr Poulton, which Ben helped to 
excavate and publish. In the display were copies of the booklet which the Society had just published as 
a tribute to Ben. It contains the original text of the booklet which Ben published for visitors to the Harris 
Museum, along with up to date information and photographs outlining studies of the elk made in recent 
years. 

 

This publication was especially timely, coinciding as it did with the final preparations for the opening in 
this Preston Guild year of a fine new gallery at the Harris Museum in Preston. The gallery is dominated 
by the effective and interactive display of the Carleton/Poulton elk, which became known as 'Horace' 
during the excavation! The display is dedicated to the memory of Ben Edwards and Roger Jacobi. 

 
Alan Crosby, David Breeze, Emma Heslewood (Archaeologist, Harris Museum, where the 
Poulton elk is exhibited), David Shotter, Bill Shannon, Rachel Newman, Adrian Olivier, 
Rosemary Cramp, Peter Iles. (captioned from l. to r.) 
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FAMILY HISTORY TAKES A DRAMATIC TURN! 
A novel inspired by family archives. 
Brett Sanderson, Head of Marketing, Austin and Macauley Publishers, notified me of their novel, 
‘Maria’s Papers’ by Stephen F. Clegg, published on May 28th, 2012, which has apparently recently 
been turned into a screenplay by an American film producer. The publication is available through 
all good bookshops, Amazon and www.austinmacauley.com.       Editor 
================================================================================================== 
Brett Sanderson wrote: We feel the local history on which ‘Maria’s Papers’ is based would be of 
great interest to you. Set in Victorian Lancashire,  ‘Maria’s Papers’ is based on the true story of 
the author’s great, great Aunt, Maria Clegg, who rigorously pursued ownership of the Whitewall 
Estate in Walmersley, Lancashire, for 17 years until the family occupying it paid to have her 
incarcerated in a Lunatic Asylum. 
 Many years later, Stephen’s father, then a nine year old boy, was handed a number of 
documents left by Maria to an old aunt.  Some forty-four years later, his father remembered the 
papers were hidden in the attic of an old family home and returned to reclaim them. These 
papers were to become the inspiration for Stephen’s fascinating debut novel, ‘Maria’s Papers’.   
The author then summed up the 'situation' in his family in those far-off days: 
 

 
Maria Clegg 1820 – 1890 
My great, great Aunt Maria (pronounced 'Mariah') Clegg was a formidable woman. She stood a full 
four feet eleven inches in height, and weighed approximately seven stones, but though she was 
“good of figure”, we read that she was also “hard of body” with a hard face and a steely 
determination. Truly a member of what were once referred to as ‘The Iron Cleggs’. She was born in 
1820, the second of nine children, and between 1850-1870 she became convinced that the Whitewall 
Estate in Walmersley, Lancashire, should be returned to Clegg family ownership following the 
cessation of a lease in 1845. She had carried out extensive research, and believed that the Cleggs 
had leased the estate to the family of James and Mary Lancashire in 1745 for a period of ninety-nine 
years. However, the Lancashire family disputed this assertion and claimed that they had purchased 
the estate in 1745, not leased it. Naturally Thomas, Maria’s father, and then Maria following his death 
in 1850, did everything in their power to discover the truth about ownership, and the real ‘Maria’s 
Papers’ were the incredibly numerous and diverse documents that she amassed in her pursuit of the 
truth. The papers, thanks to my cousins John Clegg and Alan Finegan, were carefully researched, 
catalogued, and preserved for posterity. The (now named) Whitewall Farm exists to this day. This 
publication is available through all good bookshops, Amazon and the publisher.  
 
================================================================ 
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From Local to Global - 
the north’s role in peace & co-operation 

 
The annual national Peace History Conference, which is open to everyone, is being 
held in Manchester on Friday/Saturday 9/10th November 2012. The conference aims to 
increase understanding of past peace movements and activity and alternative ways of 
responding to conflict, to inform the present and the future. Recognising its move from 
London this year, and celebrating the International Year of Co-operatives, the title is 
‘From Local to Global – the north’s role in peace and co-operation’. This focus will be 
reflected in the programme of the conference, which covers topics on peace in its 
broadest interpretation. The Conference is organised by the Movement for the Abolition 
of War and peace organisations active in the north of England in association with the 
People’s History Museum in Manchester. 
 For further information, please contact 0161 273 8283 or gmdcnd@gn.apc.org  
or link to http://www.gmdcnd.org.uk  
  
 Registration fees 
£15 Early Bird – book before 30th September 2012........... £20 Standard 

£5 Full time Student, Unemployed (inc. retired) 
Your registration will include tea/coffee morning and afternoon and the Friday evening 
vegetarian meal. Registration also includes joining the Peace Trail.  
NOTE: There is a good café at The People’s History Museum for lunch, and others in 
the area, or you can bring your own lunch.  
CONTACT: Steve Roman pp Conference Steering Group   0161 434 2908 House 
 PROGRAMME 
 Friday 9th at Friends’ Meeting House 
*3.30pm– 5.30pm Manchester Peace & Social Justice Trail 
Guided walk exploring Manchester’s rich, progressive history. Led by 
Mike Herbert, Red Flag Walks. 
*5.30pm – 7pm Shared vegetarian meal and conference pre-registration 
*7pm – 9pm The Threads of Occupy: Peterloo to St Paul’s 
A conversation with Occupy activists and Dr Brian Doherty, activist and Director, Research Centre for 
the Study of Politics, International Relations and Environment, Keele University. 
 Saturday 10th at The People's History Museum 
*9.30am – 10am Registration 
*10am – 10.30am Welcome to the City by Cllr Mark Hackett, Mayors for Peace. 
Welcome by Kate Chatfield, The People’s History Museum. 
Introduction to the Conference by Bruce Kent and Valerie Flessati, 
Movement for the Abolition of War. 
*10.30am– 11.30amThe Business of Peace: the Manchester Peace Conference of 1853 
by Martin Ceadel, Professor of Politics, University of Oxford. 
*11.30am – 12 noon Tea/coffee break 
*12 noon – 1pm Outstanding Forgotten Women Against War: Enid Stacey (1868-1903) and Ethel 
Carnie Holdsworth (1886-1963) 
by Rae Street, CND and Nick Wilding, film maker and historian. 
*1.00pm – 2.15pm Lunch 
[NOTE: item for those prepared to adjust their lunch arrangements. 
*1.50pm – 2.05pm 400 Years of Peace Medals by Arn Dekker (Pax Christi). Peace treaties, the 
desire for peace and peace people have all found their way onto medals.] 
*2.15pm – 3.15pm The Women’s Co-operative Guild and the Question of Peace Activism between the 
Wars by Gill Scott, Assistant Head of School, School of Historical & Critical Studies, University of 
Brighton. 
*3.15pm – 3.45pm Tea/coffee break 
*3.45pm – 4.45pm A History of the Jewish Left in Manchester by Linda Clair, historian. Radical left 
politics and the struggle for peace and justice. 
*4.45pm – 5.00pm Overview and Looking Forward by Rae Street.  
============================================================================== 
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Samuel Bamford, Radical of Middleton 
and famously diarist of the Peterloo Massacre 

 
In June this year, I heard a most exciting lecture about Samuel Bamford given by Dr. 
Robert Poole, who expects to have his book on Bamford published in Autumn 2012.   
 
In fact, though most people have heard of Samuel Bamford and his connection with the 
Peterloo Massacre, and may indeed have even read some of his books and diaries, 
independent studies of Bamford are far fewer than might be expected. Bamford seems to 
have been a giant among men, far more interesting and far more accomplished than generally 
thought.  Poole's lecture was wide-ranging and meticulously thorough, nor yet shying away 
from inter-disciplinary ideas. 
I would like to bring author and lecture to the attention of Federation members.  
 
Charles Walker. 
========================================= =====  

 Henry Mayhew: Poverty and the Middle Classes – 
The Other Victorian Bicentenary 

 
In celebration of Henry Mayhew’s 200th anniversary in November 2012, Manchester 

Victoria (Centre for Victorian Studies at the University of Manchester) is holding  
A day conference on 

Friday, November 23rd 2012, at 
Cross Street Chapel, Manchester 

 
Re-visit the world of Victorian Poverty and the complex work of Henry Mayhew, journalist and 
wit, playwright, founder of Punch, educational writer, novelist for children, travel writer, hack 
and social explorer – author of London Labour and the London Poor.  A major contributor to all 
debates on Victorian poverty and urban life in his lifetime, Henry Mayhew’s work has been an 
essential part of our understanding of the Victorian era since the 1960s.Yet Henry Mayhew’s 
work is still in need of revisiting and further research.  
Cost: £35 waged; £15 unwaged/concessions.  Includes lunch and refreshments. 
For further information, or to register interest, contact Dr Sarah Roddy:  
mayhewat200@gmail.com 
 
======================================================================  
 

FRIENDS OF REAL LANCASHIRE  
 
This year, Lancashire Day falls on a Tuesday -  27th November.  
Brian White, a member of the Friends of Real Lancashire (FORL), is collating 
information on the events, large or small, being planned to celebrate the day. He is 
able to give information on some entertainers suitable for those celebratory events.  
Drop him a line:  lancashireday@brianwhite.net 
  
The FORL attend events at which they can have a stall to publicise the 
organisation, which exists to maintain the true boundaries of our county - the 
one which runs between Duddon and Mersey.  
CONTACT: The Secretary, Chris Dawson:     csd@forl.co.uk 
 
====================================================================== 
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LANCASHIRE'S HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE AT RISK 
Under 'Projects',  burylhs.org.uk  has a link on 'Bury Architecture'.   
 
At this time, when English Heritage and Local Government are under siege (should that be 'under 
squeeze'?), a great deal of our local architecture, our regional architecture and our vernacular 
architecture is being ignored and neglected.  
But a helpful or friendly photographer can do much to redeem this. 
 
A PLEA TO LLHF MEMBERS - INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OR SOCIETIES 
 "Vernacular Architecture" is in general terms a neglected concern in Lancashire.  Have a 
look at the Bury web site - and see if you can do the same, or better. Remember that all 
buildings - famous, imposing or not, 'count'.   
A wider appreciation of Lancashire's unique vernacular architecture is long overdue.  There is a 
pressing need to seize the opportunity NOW to record that architecture and so help to reveal and 
unravel Lancashire Building history throughout the ages.   
 
Charles Walker 
======================================================================= 
West Yorkshire Archive Service closed its Sheepscar premises (30th August , 
2012). The premises were inadequate for a modern archive service with regard to 
public access and archive storage.  
To ensure that it does not lose its ‘place of deposit’ status, currently under review by The 
National Archives, the Service is relocating to West Yorkshire Joint Services HQ at Morley, 
Leeds. It is planned that new improved services will open in November 2012. Keep up to date via 
our website.        
WYAS Leeds:  Telephone 0113 214 5814     e-mail: leeds@wyjs.org.uk 
Beryl Evans.  FFHS Archives Liaison Officer   archives.liaison@ffhs.org.uk 

====================================================================== 
LANCASHIRE PLACE NAME SURVEY 

1.   Monthly Meetings 
At last we have been able come up with a strategy for these - to which anyone (and  
everyone) is welcome. The format for each meeting will depend entirely upon who turns up 
and what they want to discuss: what has been done? what is there to do? how to do it? why 
do it? anything else ....... 
The first (and very informal) meeting was arranged for Thursday 30th August, at the 
Record Office in Preston.   
This notice might be especially useful for anyone who would like to know more - in 
case they then want to join us.  
                             =============================== 
2.  Those of you who have worked on the tithe transcription will know that it all finishes up in 
a spreadsheet. It is quite straightforward (usually) to format these so that David Tilsley at 
Lancashire Archives can upload them onto LANCAT. The schedule for Arkholme with 
Cawood in Lonsdale Hundred was used as a test run and seems to be working well - type 
Gunnerthwaite into LANCAT if you don’t believe us. This was followed by Bispham, 
Wennington, Claughton in Lonsdale, Gressingham and Colne. We should shortly have 
another set to go on which could be the start of regular uploads. 
                               ================================  
3.   We now have a new secretary: Andrew Walmsley.  
Andrew works with Bruce Jackson and is welcomed by all. 
CONTACT:   andrew.walmsley@lancashire.gov.uk 
 
Jennifer S. Holt 
=================================================================== 
 



 10 

The New Mills Millennium Walkway 
  
The town of New Mills in the 'dark peak' of north west Derbyshire is in an area of spectacular 
natural beauty. It stands astride the river Goyt at its confluence with the river Sett, both rivers 
being deeply incised into an impressive sandstone gorge 30m deep, known as the Torrs. Mills 
and the ruined foundations of mills lie in the bottom of the gorge, their builders having been 
attracted to the site at the end of the eighteenth century by the water power potential, while 
impressive Victorian road and railway viaducts cross it. The gorge, geologically, is of quite 
recent formation. It was formed about 15,000 - 20,000 years ago by torrential meltwater from 
a glacier which occupied the Goyt valley. When the ice melted, the river Goyt, blocked off by a 
moraine, was diverted from its original course into this newly formed gorge.  
  
The New Mills Millennium Walkway is a 175-yard-long elevated steel walkway spanning what 
The Guardian described somewhat dramatically as 'the last inaccessible place in England', a 
rocky wall in the gorge, and cantilevered out over the fast running river Goyt. Although the 
walkway is of modern design, this does not detract from its place in history, following, as it 
does, a series of distinguished predecessors which have surmounted the physical problem of 
passing through, over and under the sandstone gorge. It is no wonder that visitors express 
surprise and admiration at what the Torrs can offer in the realms of industrial and transport 
archaeology and geology. Visitors are now able to inspect close at hand not only the 
sandstone cliffs and the enormous railway retaining wall above the walkway, but also the 
historic Torr Vale Mill within a bend on the opposite bank, listed by English Heritage Grade II*. 
It was built for water-powered cotton spinning in 1788-1790 and the water course (headrace) 
and iron sluice gate which directed water via a tunnel onto the mill's two overshot water 
wheels are still features to be admired. 
  
The gorge forms parts of the recreational area known as The Torrs Riverside Park. Until the 
walkway was built, walkers had to retrace their steps and climb back out of the gorge. The 
walkway now completes the gap in the Goyt Way (Whaley Bridge-Compstall), which is part of 
the longer Mid-Shires Way (Leicestershire - Stockport), itself part of path E2, the premier 
walking route in Europe, which runs from Nice to Stranraer. It also links with the Trans-
Pennine Trail, path E8. A more recent attraction is a reverse Archimedes screw, twelve 
metres long and two and half metres wide, weighing ten tonnes, which was installed in the 
Torrs on the site of Torr Mill, a former cotton spinning mill, making use of the fall of about 20 
feet over an adjacent weir.   This powers the inclined screw, generating about 70 KW of 
electricity and about 260,000kwh of electricity a year. The output is used by a local 
Cooperative supermarket and any surplus is fed into the National Grid. A fish ladder has been 
provided.  

Derek Brumhead                                       
  
 
======================================================================= 

BURY AND DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
First lecture of the coming season: Thursday, 4th October, 2012. B.A.D.L.H.S. 
meets at Saint Marie's Club Rooms, Manchester Road, Bury, opposite Saint 
Mary's Place, where car-parking can be available.  
========================================= ====== 
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A letter from Kathleen Eyre 
 
An interesting letter has recently been acquired by Lytham Heritage Group’s archive 
through an eBay purchase from a Bacup bookseller. It was written by noted local historian 
Kathleen Eyre, who died in 1985, and is of interest as it details the workload of a busy author, 
lecturer and broadcaster in the days before a home computer, mobile telephone and internet 
access became essential tools for communication and research. 
 
Kathleen Eyre’s family came to the Fairhaven Estate at Lytham St Anne’s in the 1920s. She 
began to write for the Lytham St Annes Express in 1950, and first lectured on Fylde history in 
the same year, teaching classes for the St Anne’s branch of the Workers’ Educational 
Association. Her book, Sand Grown, describing the history of Lytham and St Anne’s, was 
published in 1960, followed by Seven Golden Miles on Blackpool’s development in 1961.  
 
The newly-acquired letter, dated 29 October 1973 and sent from Kate’s Pad, Lime Grove, St 
Anne’s, details the local history work that the author was undertaking at that time. A series of 
radio broadcasts was in progress, for which she had been recommended by J.J. Bagley of 
Liverpool University, who also contributed to the series together with Dr. John Marshall of 
Lancaster University and Mary Brigg of Manchester. The first programme focused on Thomas 
Tyldesley of Foxhall, Blackpool, and the diary that he kept for the last three years of his life 
between 1712-1714, in which he detailed the minutiae of life of an 18th century country squire. 
Her script for a subsequent programme on the Preston teetotal reformer Joseph Livesey had 
just been accepted. She was concurrently proof reading Lancashire Legends prior to a reprint, 
and had discovered 30 errors missed by the printers. She was also engaged in checking 
galley proofs of Famous Lancashire Homes, publication of which had been delayed, though 
she hoped it would be available in time for Christmas. Witchcraft in Lancashire had been 
completed and was due to appear in spring 1974, with illustrations provided by one of her 
artistically imaginative students whose career she hoped to assist. 
 
In addition to her writing and broadcasting work, Kathleen Eyre also writes of an imminent 
residential course that she had organised for Alston Hall, Longridge, and a series of 
excursions in which she would show two groups of engineering students Port Sunlight, 
Preston dock and British Leyland Motor works, in addition to visits to Liverpool Playhouse and 
Preston Guildhall. With so many tasks in progress it is not surprising that her WEA activities 
had been placed on hold for the time being.  
 
The letter from Kathleen Eyre is a valuable addition to Lytham Heritage Group’s archive and 
reflects her evident enjoyment of her vocation, while demonstrating that the work of a busy 
local historian was no lighter 40 years ago than it is today. 
Rosine Hart 
 
======================================================================= 

BURY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY     
 BURY PLACE NAME SURVEY 

Bury as a place and location has a complicated history. Mary Higham instituted the Lancashire 
Place-Name Survey. Bury, of course, isn't in Lancashire, but in Greater Manchester County. On the 
other hand, everybody knows that in Domesday Book Bury is in "Inter Mersham et Ripam", an 
appurtenance of Cheshire!  It is also an appurtenance of the Honour of Clitheroe, run from Pontefract 
by Robert de Lacy.  And did someone mention Yorkshire ? Well, obviously until 992 A.D. it was at the 
farthest reaches of the kingdom of Northumbria, until it fell under the control of Mercia. "Really 
Lancashire"?  
However, Kevin Mulley and I persuaded our Society to set up the Bury Place-Name Survey, and after a 
lapse, the Society is proposing to re-open the survey. Watch our website.   burylhs.org.uk  
 
Charles Walker 
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THE VICTORIAN SOCIETY, MANCHESTER 
2012-2013 EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY 31 OCTOBER 2012 
An illustrated talk Crematoria to Die for with Hilary J Grainger, Chair, Victorian Society. 
7 pm for 7.15 pm YHA 
THURSDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2012 An illustrated talk  Francis Doyle and Norman Shaw in 
Liverpool with Guy Snaith, Retired lecturer. 7 pm for 7.15 pm YHA  
SATURDAY 8 DECEMBER 2012 Christmas Excursion to Leeds  A Lunch, Walk and Talk at 
the Leeds Club with Janet Douglas, Chris Webster and Mark Watson 
Further details and booking form in the Autumn 2012 newsletter  
SATURDAY 26 JANUARY 2013 
Annual General Meeting followed by an illustrated talk. It’s Grim Down South - the North-
South Divide in Building Conservation with Chris Costelloe, Conservation Advisor, 
Victorian Society. 1.45 pm to 4.30 pm YHA  
THURSDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2013 
An illustrated talk  Art Nouveau Tiles with Hans van Lemmen, President of The Tiles and 
Architectural Ceramic Society. 7 pm for 7.15 pm YHA  
WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH 2013 An illustrated talk. Arts and Crafts from the Tweed to the 
Tees with Wendy and Barrie Armstrong, Independent Researchers and Authors. 
7 pm for 7.15 pm YHA 
THURSDAY 11 APRIL 2013 An illustrated talk. Blackpool: a Victorian Iron World 
with Paul Dobraszczyk, Leverhulme Fellow. 7 pm for 7.15 pm YHA 
All talks cost £5 and are held at YHA Manchester, Potato Wharf, off Liverpool 
Road, Castlefield, Manchester M3 4NB. CONTACT: Steve Roman 0161 434 2908  
You can contact the Manchester Victorian Society by mail c/o Portico Library,  
57 Mosley Street,  Manchester M2 3HY  
================================================================= 

ART IN LANCASHIRE PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 
Adrienne Wallman of Lancashire Museum Service is putting together a grant application to 
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for a touring exhibition project using oil, acrylic and tempera 
paintings held in public collections in Lancashire (museums, libraries, town halls, 
hospitals, courts). The aim is to focus on the local and social significance of paintings - 
the places and people they depict or what they tell us about the donors, for example. 
 The project idea grew from her recent work as Lancashire Co-ordinator for the Public 
Catalogue Foundation (PCF). PCF is creating digital images of all oil, acrylic and tempera 
paintings in public ownership and placing the images and associated painting information on a 
fully searchable website, 'Your Paintings', hosted by the BBC. This work is being carried out 
on a county-by-county basis.  
 
There are around 3,200 paintings in the current administrative county of Lancashire but 
the vast majority are either in museum stores or in areas of public buildings not open 
to the general public. Although the images so far collected are from collections in the current 
administrative county of Lancashire, the project will also look at Lancashire as it was 
before local government reorganisation within the pre-1974 boundaries. The exhibition 
project would result in a series of touring exhibitions complemented by plenty of learning and 
participatory activities for all ages. 
One of the main aspects of the project is to involve local people in selecting paintings for 
display. As part of the development of the funding bid Adrienne Wallman would like to 
consult representatives of local history societies to assess interest in the project and 
to discuss potential exhibition themes. If you would like to be involved please contact 
her on  adrienne@51ashfield.me.uk  

 
================================================================= 
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LANCASHIRE ARCHIVES NEWS 
 
In 1179, King Henry II issued Preston its first royal charter granting the town rights to 
have a Guild Merchant. The Guild Merchant was a 'membership only' organisation of traders, 
craftsmen and merchants which monopolised Preston's trade; only members could carry out a 
craft or business within Preston and any who dared do so without its permission could be 
severely punished. 
 8oo years after Henry's charter, the Guild is still going strong and is a unique part of 
Preston's identity. Archives staff  have enthusiastically celebrated Preston Guild with 
exhibitions, roadshows, and talks, not to mention a cake model of the building in the Square 
Food Festival, which firmly put Lancashire Archives on the Preston map.  
 Our main contribution to this year's celebrations has been the provision of a 
searchable transcript of all the Preston Guild rolls on LANCAT (our own online archive 
catalogue), a service publishing online the first ever complete index of each and every 
burgess recorded in the 27 guild rolls we care for. Membership to the Guild was passed 
down the paternal line so you can use our online index to search for your family name and 
trace it back through the guilds. Each entry lists the burgess's name and usually what his right 
to be there is, his trade and/or place of residence. 
 For example: 
'John Fidler son of Ralph of Lea, wheelwright, deceased' 
The index is a revealing and easy to use addition to your family history resources and some 
users have already traced their line back as far as 1397.  

=============================== 
Thanks to a generous grant of £5000 by the Friends (part of which is the remainder of 
the Cyril Ainsworth bequest), which has been matched by Lancashire Archives, we 
have been able to take on an archivist to catalogue the Honour of Clitheroe collection 
(reference DDHCL). 
 The Honour of Clitheroe, originally granted to Roger de Lacy in 1102, is a group of 
manors which forms the bulk of East Lancashire and was administered from Clitheroe castle. 
In 1661 the Honour, including the Forest and Liberty of Bowland, was granted by the newly 
restored Charles II to one of his supporters, General George Monck, as part of the creation of 
the Dukedom of Albermarle. The duke, like all lords before and since, needed effective 
administration to ensure that benefits of holding the Honour could be maximised. His rights 
had to be identified and enforced and all monies collected efficiently, especially rents and 
fines from copyhold land.  
 Much of the resulting archive, which accumulated at the castle over a period of 800 
years (but mainly from the 1660s onwards), was deposited at Lancashire Record Office 
between 1952 and 2001. It contains hundreds of court rolls and books, maps, surveys, rentals 
and much relating to the mining of coal and other minerals in the area. 
 Helen Unsworth, the archivist working on the collection, has already made a great start 
and, after a period of initial sorting and research, will soon be in a position to start cataloguing. 
                                           =============================== 
In the last few months Lancashire Archives has greatly increased its online presence 
with the launch of Lancashire parish registers through Ancestry. The parish registers on 
Ancestry can be searched free of charge in Lancashire libraries and in the Record Office so 
are useful for local historians as well as people seeking to expand a family tree.  contd..... 
This term sees the first sessions of 'The Scribe and the Seal', our new educational offer for 
key stage 2 pupils. They will dress up as mediaeval scribes, explore mediaeval documents, 
learn research skills, make illuminated manuscripts and seals, and visit the strongrooms with 
an archivist. There may be some disruption in the searchroom but we hope that other users 
will understand the importance of inspiring the next generation of historians. 
The Lancashire Manorial Documents Register will be launched online on The National 
Archives website towards the end of October and there will be a number of activities to 
promote it in 2013. 
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 A SHIP’S STORY 
 

 Global conflicts of the early C19 meant that soldiers had to be transported, often at 
short notice, to various parts of the world to carry out their duties. To this end a great number 
of ships were needed and many merchants and speculators in response commissioned ship 
construction. These vessels were not built with the intention of carrying cargo, but mainly for 
transporting the greatest number of people possible.   
 One such ship was the Francois Arago, an iron screw ship, which had been built 
in 1855 in Nantes. She had been named for the gentleman, who was a noted physicist of the 
time and who had been one of those instrumental in the development of the iron screw 
propeller.  This had led to the addition of steam to sail ships, helping them travel at greater 
speeds. The Nottinghamshire Guardian of March 6th 1856 reported that the Francois Arago 
was transporting 200 - 400 personnel of the siege battles from Kamiesch to Marseilles. Once 
conflicts were resolved, many of these ships were no longer needed; banks collapsed and 
loans were called in, which in turn affected many merchants, who then had to declare 
bankruptcy. 
 By November of 1858, The Liverpool Northern Union newspaper carried an 
advertisement for the sale of the Francois Arago by order of the High Court of Admiralty, 
indicating that her owners had been affected by the downturn of the shipping industry. She 
was available for inspection at the graving docks of the Laird Ship Yard at Birkenhead. 
 The Auctioneer stated that ‘she had cost upwards of £60,000 – the engines alone 
above £12,000’ and that she had fittings which would ‘serve for a first class hotel’. Bidding 
began at £5,000 then slowly rose to £9,800, when she was knocked down to a 'Mr. Jacobs', 
who at that time was an up and coming business man. As a young man coming to Liverpool 
from Ireland, he had taken up a position in the offices of Peel and Stephenson on the docks 
and in time he became a partner there. The Peels were a successful family working in the 
cotton industry in and around Accrington in Lancashire. The connection of the Peel family 
to Accrington was possibly behind the renaming of the Francois Arago to Accrington 
by Wensley Tyrell Jacobs, her new owner. 
 After some refitting of the ship, including removing the screw, thus leaving the vessel 
operable only under sail, she was ready for her first journey.  
 This maiden voyage was to become notorious and even to cause questions to 
be asked in the Houses of Parliament. 
 The War Department commissioned the Accrington, amongst others, to carry wives 
and children out to their men serving in India. This was the time of the Indian Mutiny and there 
had been a steady flow of troops to India to handle the situation. On the 30th September of 
1859 the Accrington left Liverpool under the charge of Captain William Henderson Homer. Her 
passengers consisted mainly of wives and children of soldiers serving in India.  
 Unfortunately Captain Horner turned out to be an extremely drunken and cruel 
individual. His days were largely spent consuming great quantities of liquor along with his 
drinking companions, the first mate and the ship’s doctor, James Carroll. The resulting 
outcome was unrelenting ill treatment and neglect of the crew and passengers. Mrs. Agnes 
Elvin, along with her daughter Louisa, was on her way to join her soldier husband. A letter 
home to her parents, dated the 19th November, and printed in the Daily News, paints a picture 
that no official records can match. From her words we can partly visualise the horrific 
events which took place.  
 Agnes’ letter contains details of the treatment the captain subjected both his crew and 
passengers to. She specifically goes into detail about the aftermath of the death of a pig on 
Thursday, 10th November. The captain went into an uncontrollable rage. He flogged the 
steward, Augustus Oberti, then chained him and the cook, Frederick Carman, who was of 
Portuguese origin, on either side of the sty. Both men were released from there, were beaten 
again, then locked away separately. At intervals they were brought out of their imprisonment 
and again beaten. Beatings, and even jumping on sick members of the crew, were not 
unusual. 



 15 

 The passengers were not safe from Horner's attentions. Agnes tells her parents 
the passengers were made to rise at 5 o’clock in the morning to scrub the decks. They had to 
take their children from their warm beds and expose them to the conditions on deck, which 
were often wild and stormy. They were allowed no food until nine in the morning and this 
consisted only of a hard biscuit. Children were dying at an alarming rate of three and four a 
day, at times more than one death occurring in the same family, and distraught mothers 
watched their children being buried at sea. Measles and scarlatina accounted for some of the 
deaths; the doctor, if approached, was more often than not drunk and in no condition to offer 
any kind of treatment for the children. One mother, who refused to put her sick child, who had 
had to suffer stormy wet weather on deck, in a wet bed, was locked up and put under guard. 
The crying child was taken away from her, and returned to her within two hours, dead. 
Agnes’s own child, Louisa, died. Louisa was just one amongst sixty one children who lost their 
lives during that voyage, most of them under the age of five. 
 When Frederick and Augustus were released from their punishments, they were 
retained in their positions, but in reverse; Augustus now was the cook and Frederick the 
steward. On Monday, 14th November, the captain, the first mate and the doctor all fell ill during 
the course of the day. They were suffering from severe stomach pains. The Captain died at 
three in the afternoon; and was buried at sea early the following morning. The chief mate died 
around this time and was quickly buried at sea. The doctor, himself being ill, did not carry out 
a post mortem on either of the two. When he recovered, he decided that the cause of the 
deaths was tartar emetic, a bottle of which was kept in the captain’s cabin. Suspicion fell on 
the cook and steward, who had been so ill treated, and they were both arrested. 
 The Accrington now had no one qualified to be at the helm. The crew managed as 
best they could and put into Pernambuco, where Carman and Oberte were placed under the 
jurisdiction of the British Consul, H. Augustus Cowper. An inconclusive enquiry resulted in 
Carman being sent back to England to stand trial there. Oberte was said not to be under any 
further suspicion.  
 The Morning Post of the 10th February, 1860, reports that questions were asked 
in the House of Commons regarding the sickness and mortality aboard the Accrington, 
in particular with regard to the child passengers. It was said that ‘a full searching and rigid 
enquiry must be instituted’. No evidence that this took place has as yet come to light. Mr. C. 
Fortescue spoke on behalf of the Emigration Committee to remind the house that ‘the 
Accrington was not one of the ordinary vessels in charge of the Emigration Commissioners, 
having been chartered by the War Department.’. He pointed out that the Commissioners had 
had no authority as to the selection of the emigrations and consequently ‘no prima facie’ 
blame could be attached to the Emigration Committee. 
 The trial of Frederick Carman took place in Southampton during March, 1860, and 
members of the crew gave evidence charting the cruelty of the captain and the amount of 
alcohol consumed by him and his drinking companions. The lack of a post mortem on any of 
the victims, and the lack of any way of proving who, if anyone, had administered 'tartar of 
emetics', resulted in a 'not guilty' verdict and Frederick Carman left the court a free man. He 
was greeted with cheers from his fellow crew mates. 
 No mention is ever made of Wensley Jacobs during all this, so evidently no one 
tried to lay any kind of blame at his door. The Accrington continued to sail the seas for 
many more years and in 1863 she was reported at anchorage at Canterbury in New Zealand, 
transporting immigrants from England. She is praised as being a remarkably fine vessel with 
conditions aboard highly suitable for the purpose. The only known image of the vessel is to be 
found in New Zealand.  
 
Irene Crook 
Irene was prompted to do her research after reading a reference to the Accrington and wondering why 
a ship should be so named; she also discovered that her aunt's grandmother was on board the 
Accrington during that fateful 1859 voyage. Irene found out, only in June 2012, that the town Accrington 
has a street named after the Francois Arago.  Editor. 
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PRESTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PROGRAMME 2 0 1 2 - 2 0 1 3  
 
Monday 1 October 2012     
Historic Views of Preston: a New Perspective   Stephen Sartin 
Monday 5 November 2012        
New Light on South Ribble: the Romans at Walton-le-Dale, the Cuerdale Hoard and     
Penwortham Castle   Dr David Hunt 
Monday 3  December 2012         
Will Onda - Preston's Acrobat, Filmmaker and Cinema Impresario   Emma Heslewood 
Monday 7 January 2013      
The History of our River: Preston and the River Ribble from Prehistory to the  
Present Day    Dr Alan Crosby 
Monday 4 February 2013         
From Port Sunlight to Rivington — the Life of  Lord Leverhulme   Malcolm Tranter 
Monday 4 March 2013    
The History of Dick, Kerr Works, Preston    Colin Dickinson 
Monday 8 April 2013                
Whalley — Portrait of a Village   Cliff Astin 
Monday 13  May 2013      
Annual General Meeting  
            followed by `All Stations to Longridge'    David Hindle 

MEETINGS: 7.15PM : Central Methodist Church, Lune Street, Preston. 
Visitors and new members are very welcome 
Members' annual subscription £10; £2 admission for visitors 
Contact: Karen Doyle - Society Secretary 
Telephone 01772 862673 or Email kd@pdprojects.co.uk 
                                       www_prestonhistoricalsociety.org.uk  
================================================================= 

 
BLACKBURN LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

The Society meets at the Central Library, Northgate Entrance, on the last Tuesday of 
the month commencing at 7.30pm. 
The winter programme, with speakers, runs from September to April.  
From May through to August local outings are arranged.   
Membership £7.50   Visitors £2 
CONTACT: Tel 01254 247469 or 01254 812103. 

Programme for the Winter 2012/Spring 2013 Season 
2012 
September 25th Old Pubs and other views of Blackburn  Mr Ray Smith                                                       
October 30th  The story of Lytham and The Cliftons     Mrs Jane Humphreys   
November 27th The Gold Thread Works of Preston         Mrs Linda Barton 
2013 
January 29th  Buried Treasure of James Dixon             Mrs Harriet Roberts 
February 26th  The Titanic                                                 Mr Nigel Hampson 
March  26th                   Lancashire’s Calderdale                           Mr Roger Frost                                                                                     
April 30th                      A Lancashire Lad                                       Mrs Kathy Fishwick 
 
================================================================ 
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GALGATE HISTORY GROUP 
Programme 2012 - 2013 

2012 
Sep. 6th Sue Seddon    
   Talk: The Duchy of Lancaster   
Oct. 4th  Dr Andrew White 
    Illustr.Talk: Murder in Green Lane, Scotforth 
Nov.1st Pamela Bateson  
   Talk: The Lancashire Witches - 400 years ago 
Dec. 6  Dennis Jones 
   Illustr. Talk: 'In Miss Jemima's Footsteps' (Based on  
   Thomas Cook's first tour of Switzerland,1863) 
2013 
Jan. 3rd David Kay 
   Talk: Shire Horses 
Feb. 7th Brenda Fox 
   Illustr. Talk: Social History of Garstang, 1777 - 1900 
Mar. 7th Billy Howorth 
   Illustr. Talk: Lancaster Priory 
Apr. 4th Annual General Meeting 
   Hot Pot Supper and Quiz 
May 2nd Dr John Dyer, Medical Officer of Health (retired) 
   Talk: Details of two epidemics in 1881 
    (includes one in Galgate) 
June 6th VISIT  Lancaster Castle 
July 4th VISIT  Wyresdale Park 
The Group was formed in 1992 and members, though mainly local, are drawn from the 
Lancaster area, and casual members are welcome to attend our events. 
MEETINGS            Held at 7.30pm 
VENUE                  Galgate Methodist Chapel Rooms, Chapel Lane, Galgate 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual Membership £10 
                               Members over 70 £5 
                               Casual Members £1.50 per session  
 CONTACT CHAIRMAN   Winifred Dillon   Telephone: 01524 751956 
 
======================================================================   

Tuesday Talks 
AT LANCASHIRE ARCHIVES, BOW LANE, PRESTON 

 
Tuesday 16 October, 6.45pm – 8pm FREE 
Vicci McCann – ‘Discovering other Lancashire Witches’ Looking at witch trials beyond 
Pendle using court records, witch charms and more. 
Tuesday 27 November, 6.45pm – 8pm FREE 
Uthra Rajgopal – ‘Lancashire Guild Costume’ A look at Preston’s unique Guild through its 
changing fashions. 
Tuesday 4 December, 6.45pm – 8pm FREE 
Dr Andy Gritt – ‘Women and the Poor Law’ Curious about poor relief and the workhouse? 
Find out more from a woman’s perspective.  
 

RELATED ARCHIVES ON DISPLAY.     FREE REFRESHMENTS. 
====================================================================== 
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 Liverpool Central Library and Archives has joined the Federation 
and we post this message from them: 
 
Liverpool Record Office moved in summer 2010 to enable the major redevelopment of its 
building to take place. We are currently operating two temporary sites: one at the World 
Museum , Liverpool, which provides microfilm and microfiche sources (open daily 10.00 to 
16.30 when machines should be vacated), and one at Wellington Employment Park South 
(next to Sandhills Railway Station), where original archives can be consulted.  
To book an appointment to visit our searchroom please email archives@liverpool.gov.uk or 
telephone 0151 233 5817. 
 
***Please also note our new email address which should be used for all future 
correspondence: archives@liverpool.gov.uk *** 
 
================================================================= 
BOB DOBSON POINTS OUT..... 
The Great Harwood History Society is a relatively new one, and has already shown 
lots of enthusiasm and no little initiative.  
The Secretary lives in Norwich, which must be about 200 miles from anywhere in East 
Lancashire. Another committee member lives in Wigan.  
Now, you may be thinking that this must present difficulties when it comes to 
Committee meetings.  
But not to this enterprising group!  
They hold their meetings using Skype!  
This is a means of getting a group of people together using their email addresses and 
the cameras attached to their individual computers, so that they can both hear and 
see each other as if they were sitting around the same table.   
Is this a 'first' for a local history society? 
=================================================================  

 
Any interest out there? 
 
 Henry Dunster was born and bred in Bury, went to school there, and became in 
time, Ussher, (namely, Head Master), of the nascent Bury Grammar School.  (Lessons were 
conducted in the nave of the Parish Church.)  Unsuccessfully I tried to persuade Bury 
Metropolitan Borough Council to honour and recognise the quater-centenary of his birth (in 
1609). Henry Dunster ultimately became the First President of Harvard College, U.S.A.. One 
American scholar has suggested that Henry Dunster single-handedly set the tone for 
influencing world history these last 350 years, by setting the academic standards for Harvard 
graduates!   
 Myles Standish was the Prime Mover behind the "Mayflower" voyage to the New 
World in 1620. I recently discovered the existence of a Myles Standish Society, doubtless 
well known to the members of Chorley Historical Society.   
 Myles Standish and Henry Dunster held Puritan (that is to say, minority and 
unorthodox) views at a point in history only ten years apart, and at two towns in 
Lancashire only twenty miles from each other. I have developed an interest in the Puritan 
Revolution in Lancashire (pace Christopher Hill) in the Seventeenth Century, and would be 
pleased to exchange ideas with scholars sharing this interest. My email address is:   
charleswalker56@hotmail.com     
 
Charles Walker 
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BOOK SHELF 
Jack Nadin, Burnley then and now.  The History Press, 2012.  978-0-7524-6277-6. 
95pp., £12.99 Hbk. 
 
Any new book on Burnley is of interest to me; it is the birthplace of my mother, and I 
worked in the Central Library in the early 1960s.  The publisher’s press release for this 
book describes it as ‘showcasing the changing landscape of Burnley during the last 
century’, and that is precisely what it does. Jack Nadin, the author, is a retired coal 
miner with an interest both in mining and local history, and has written other books on 
the area; he is now retired and lives in Padiham.  What he gives us here is a journey 
through some of the town’s streets, and by comparing an older picture with his modern 
one, he documents the social and physical changes which have taken place, with a 
lively and informed text.  He also includes one or two outlying areas such as 
Hurstwood, Worsthorne, Hapton and Padiham.   All this is accomplished within a 
varied selection of 45 pairs of images from a number of private and public collections. 
 
So far, so good, but there are a number of criticisms to make.  Locals, and those like 
myself with a knowledge of the town, will know where they are; but for the visitor, 
whether casual or regular, a street map showing the location of the photographs would 
have been helpful, as indeed, would an index – the textual content is far greater here 
than in the  ‘postcard- with-caption’ approach.   I also have a problem with the 
Introduction (p.5), which is said to be an ‘extract from Barrett’s Trade Directory’.  Aside 
from the fact that the title should be in italics, and in full, some of the Introduction is 
concerned with events and persons later than 1896; and the reader, having read that 
Burnley is ‘28 miles north of Manchester’, is somewhat disconcerted to read on the 
next line that it is ‘209 miles northwest from Manchester’!      
 
My other personal criticism concerns the design of the book.  Beginning in St. James’ 
Street (p.6), I started at top left and went down the page, as one does. Here, all is 
well, for the older picture is on the left-hand page and the modern one on the right. 
But turn to p.10!  First we have the modern photograph, to be followed by ‘This old 
image…’, which covers part of p.10 and most of p.11; and here we find ‘The modern-
day photograph…’  with no reference to ‘(previous page)’.  This format continues for 
most of the remainder of the book, which I found increasingly irritating. In addition, 
speaking purely personally, while I can see that printing the older pictures in sepia 
tones perhaps makes the appearance of the book more attractive to the general 
reader, for the local historian  this can be a distraction, as some of the detail - which 
might well be of interest - can thus be obscured.   
  
As with all books from this publisher, the standard of printing and production is very 
high. Apart from the Introduction, I haven’t found any factual errors, except in the 
discussion of the 1892 explosion (p.7), where it is not clear why the soap works’ boiler 
needed to cross the river Calder to land on the roof of the Cross Keys inn, if the works 
was at the back of the inn; and I found a couple of examples of bad proof-reading. To 
be quite frank, in spite of my criticisms, which I know not everyone will agree with, I 
have thoroughly enjoyed reading and looking at this book, with its informative text. At 
least Mr. Nadin is honest. In contrasting the old and new, here in Brown Street, for 
instance, he admits that ‘the completely uninspiring view above replaced the left 
[older] one'. Good for him!  
M.G.   
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 ================================================================ 
 The Forest of Bowland AONB and Slaidburn Heritage Centre are proud  

to present a talk by Slaidburn historian Chris Spencer 
 

THE LORD KING OF BOWLAND - HIS COURTHOUSE & COURT 
With introduction and special presentation by the Lord of Bowland 

 
7.00 pm, Tuesday 2nd October 2012 

The Courtroom, Hark to Bounty, Slaidburn BB7 3EP 
 

For more than four centuries, the Lordship of Bowland was a title of royalty and English 
monarchs styled themselves Lord Kings of Bowland.  From the late fourteenth century, 
Slaidburn was home to the Lord King’s manorial court.  In this talk, Slaidburn historian Chris 
Spencer will explain how this ancient court worked before revealing fascinating new evidence 
about the medieval courthouse and its mysterious location. 
A special presentation will be made to Robert Parker, Bowbearer of the Forest of Bowland. 

Free admission; tickets available from: 
*Slaidburn Archive:  (open Wed. & Fri., 11.00am/3.00pm) 
                                    25, Church Street, Slaidburn. BB7 3ER         
 Telephone: 01200 446161           email: helen@halsteads.plus.com 
 
*Forest of Bowland AONB, Root Hill Estate Yard, Dunsop Bridge, BB7 3AY 
 Telephone: 01200 448000          email:  mike.pugh@lancashire.gov.uk 

  
================================================================= 

LANCASHIRE SOCIETY 
 
After much pondering of venues for the Society, it was agreed that we would try for a 
permanent home for Society meetings and functions. Jack Smith and Barbara Morgan 
traversed the county, trying to find a central location for everyone, and found St Peter's 
Parish Club, Eaves Lane, Chorley, PR6 0DX.  This location is as central for the whole of 
Lancashire as we can get; but we will have meetings and events in other areas in due course 
- particularly if those of you in different areas would like to organise them! To test the venue 
out, we held a concert at St Peter's on Thursday 13th September, called 'The Lancashire 
Society Music Hall and Variety Night'. 
We plan to have four events per year - March, June, September and December, on the 
second Thursday.  The March event will begin with a very short AGM.  
The committee decided that from March 2013 membership cards will be issued. There will  
be  an associated membership fee of £5 per person.  Membership of the Society will entitle 
the holder to reduced admission to events and access to the online forum and blog.  
The cost of lapel badges/pins is being investigated.  
More details of membership will be given in the next newsletter. 
CONTACT 
Barbara Hindley:  <lancashire.society@gmail.com> 
================================================================= 


